
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY OF EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA
Historical and Cultural Events Happening This Month In ENC

New Bern, NC (March 11, 2014):  This month is full of exciting and interesting historical and cultural 
events!  The list below is also available as a PDF at http://www.ENCFamilies.org.

Special Note:  We are happy to announce that Mr. Charles Pittman Humphrey, Sr. of Clarks, 
Craven County, North Carolina will have his "Battle of Batchelor's Creek" Civil War Artifacts Collection on 
display at the Special Blue & Gray Dinner Presentation with Dr. Chris E. Fonvielle, Jr. on 
Saturday, March 15th.  We will open the doors at 6 pm to allow for extra time to view his collection before 
the event begins at 6:30 pm.  Please see the listing on the last page or visit http://www.ENCFamilies.org 
for more info about making your dinner event reservations for this historical event.

On Tuesday, March 11th, 2014 at 7 pm, the Craven County Genealogical Society will host their monthly 
meeting and program at the New Bern LDS Church.  The topic is "What's New In The Kellenberger 
Room" by Victor T. Jones, Jr.  He will talk about new items in the collection that will assist you with 
your family history research.  It is free and open to the public.  Membership is encouraged. Please see 
their website for more info:  www.CravenGenealogy.org.

On Tuesday, March 11th, 2014 at 7 pm, the Ancestor Seekers of Farmville will host historian Mr. Bill 
Kittrell at the Farmville Public Library for a program "Genealogy and Local History with Bill Kittrell." 
All interested in genealogy and local history are encourage to attend this free event.  Mr. Kittrell is a 
wealth of information about Pitt County and surrounding areas.  Please see their website for more info: 
http://farmvillelibrary.org/genealogy.

On Tuesday, March 11th, 2014 at 6 pm, the Pitt County Historical Society will host their Spring Meeting 
and Dinner.  Advance Reservations Required. Location: Pig Palace, 7267 NC 43 S, Greenville, NC (on farm 
of Ephraigm Smith). Speaker: John J. Beck with the North Carolina Humanities Council. Topic: 
"Southern Cooking, High and Low: A Short History of the Cuisine of the South.”  Please visit 
their website for more info, http://www.PittCountyHistoricalSociety.com.

On Wednesday, March 12th, 2014 at 11:30 am, the New Bern Historical Society's March Lunch & Learn at 
The Chelsea Restaurant in New Bern will feature Mr. Skip Riddle, author and historian, who will 
speak about "Where have all the young men gone … Searching for the Fallen" which focuses 
on what happened to those who fought and died in the Battle of New Bern, on March 14, 1862.  Please see 
their website for more info about making a luncheon reservation: http://newbernhistorical.org/lunch-
and-learn/.

On Wednesday, March 12th, 2014 at 7 pm, the New Bern Civil War Roundtable's guest speaker will be Dr. 
David Skaggs.  He will present a program on "The Battle of Chancellorsville" which occurred in 1863. 
The group meets at the New Bern Fireman's Museum, 410 Hancock Street in New Bern. It is free and 
open to the public.  Membership is encouraged.  For more info, contact Mr. Pete Meyer at 252.670.3678 
or pjmeyer42@suddenlink.net.

On Thursday, March 13th, 2014 at 7 pm, the Heritage Genealogical Society which serves Greene, Jones, 
and Lenoir will host Mrs. Sandi Gunter Hawkins of New Bern who will present a talk entitled 
"Finding Martha" which will highlight the twists and turns of her research in learning more about her 
elusive ancestor.  The HGS meets at Lenoir Community College in Kinston in the Heritage Place Library 
and Museum in the Learning Resources Center.  It is free and open to the public.  Membership is 
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encouraged.  Please see their website for more info, 
http://heritage.lenoircc.edu/heritageplace/index.htm.

On Friday, March, 14th, Saturday, March 15th and Sunday, March 16th, 2014, Tryon Palace will host a 
"Civil War Weekend:  A Family Divided" which will include:  Tryon's Explorers:  "The Civil War 
in New Bern" for kids on Friday; Opening of the New Bern Academy's updated Civil War exhibit, 
"Face To Face:  Civil War Sketches and Stories" on Saturday and Sunday.  The Charlotte 
Artillery will be on the Academy Green and was, historically, at the Battle of New Bern and 
one of their guns was captured when Confederate emplacements were overrun.  Please see 
their website for more info, hours, and ticket prices, http://www.tryonpalace.org/calendar.php.

On Saturday, March 15th, 2014, from 9:30 am to 1 pm (registration begins at 9 am) the New Bern 
Historical Society will host their annual Civil War Family Adventure Day at the New Bern 
Battlefield Park, Hwy 70 East at the entrance to Taberna.  It is a family event for 80 children, ages 6-12, 
and their adult family members.  The day is filled with fun learning activities and living history.  Civil 
War re-enactors from the 5th North Carolina in their encampment add an authentic 
dimension, interacting with participants and their families.  A Commissary Lunch is provided 
with maximum enrollment of 80 children.  In order to make this activity accessible to as many families as 
possible, the admission price has been lowered:  First child in family and one adult, $20; Second child in 
family, additional $5; Second adult, additional $10. Reservations are required.  Call 252-638-8558 to 
register your child.  Please see their website for more info, http://newbernhistorical.org/civil-war-
adventure-day/.

On Saturday, March 15th, 2014, from 1 pm to 4 pm the New Bern Historical Society will host their annual 
Civil War Living History Day at the New Bern Battlefield Park which will feature Civil War re-
enactors from the 5th North Carolina in their encampment.  It is free and open to the public 
http://newbernhistorical.org/calendar/.

On Saturday, March 15th and Sunday, March 16th, 2014, from 10 am to 4 pm, Bentonville Battlefield's 
149th Anniversary Program: "Forced to Fight" in Four Oaks, Johnston County, North 
Carolina.  It will bring the realities of war home to North Carolina.  The Civil War is not going well for 
the Confederacy.  The draft has been called out, again. Costumed living historians will portray raw 
conscripts being trained for war.  Artillery and civilian demonstrations will also be on display.  Visitors 
will also be given a chance to learn the period manual of arms that was used by the common infantry 
soldier.  It is free and open to the public.  http://www.nchistoricsites.org/bentonvi/.

On Saturday, March 15th, 2014, the North Carolina Genealogical Society and the New Hanover County 
Public Library is proud to present Gerald “Jerry” Smith, CG, for a one-day workshop on "The 
Metes and Bounds of Land Plats in Genealogy: Understanding, Drawing, and Using Land 
Plats to Solve Research Problems."  Please visit their website to register and for more info, 
http://www.ncgenealogy.org/.

On Saturday, March 15th, 2014, from 12 Noon - 5:30 pm, Battleship North Carolina will host their Power 
Plant program.  Learn what it takes to power a battleship.  It is for adults only age 16 and above. Pre-
paid registration is required.  North Carolina naval steam engine expert Gene Oakley will demonstrate his 
working models of historic naval steam engines to place the Battleship’s engines in perspective.  Please 
visit their website, http://www.battleshipnc.com/Programs/PowerPlantProgram.

On Saturday, March 15th and Sunday, March 16th, 2014, from 9 am to 5 pm, the Cape Fear Farm Heritage 
Association will present the Sixth Annual Southern Farm Days at Lake Waccamaw, Columbus 
County, North Carolina.  Join the adventure of old time farm living and activities. Watch 
demonstrations of antique farm equipment and daily farmstead activities using tools that were used by 
our great grandfathers. Talk to exhibitors about daily farming activities and family life on the farm, as 
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they put 50+ year old equipment and practices back to work.  Please visit their website for more 
information, http://www.SouthernFarmDays.com/.

On Saturday, March 15th, 2014, at 6:30 pm, the Family History Society of Eastern North Carolina will 
celebrate our 4th Anniversary with a Blue & Gray Dinner Presentation at the Scottish Rite 
Banquet Hall, 516 Hancock Street in New Bern.  It will feature Dr. Chris E. Fonvielle, Professor of 
History at UNC-Wilmington.  Dr. Fonvielle is a noted Civil War historian and a descendant of the 
French Huguenots who settled Craven County in the early 1700s.  His presentation is "1864:  The 
Beginning of The End, The Civil War In North Carolina."  He will make the Civil War come alive 
with his thought provoking and enlightening presentation as we travel back in time to 1864.  Also on 
display will be Mr. Charles Pittman Humphrey, Sr.'s Civil War Collection from the "Battle of 
Batchelor's Creek" area of Craven County, North Carolina which took place in February 1864.  Doors 
will open at 6 pm to view collection before the event begins at 6:30 pm.  Pre-Paid Dinner 
Presentation Reservations are $25 per person and $30 at the door if available.  For more info, please visit 
http://www.ENCFamilies.org.

On Sunday, March 16th, 2014 at 2 pm, the North Carolina Society Sons of the American 
Revolution (NCSSAR) will host a ceremony honoring fourteen free men of color who were Forgotten 
Revolutionary War Patriots of the North Harlowe community by dedicating a memorial marker 
at the Harlowe-Havelock Senior Center, located at 125 Godette School Road, Havelock, NC 28532.  The 
Revolutionary War included all types of Patriots with different ethnic backgrounds, races, and people of 
color.  Many of these early American heroes have been honored and remembered through gravesite 
markings, ceremonies, and Patriotic remembrances.  But there is a small group of Patriots in Eastern 
North Carolina that, until now, have been largely forgotten for their bravery and contributions to 
American Independence.  It is free and open to the public.  Come and remember those who served 
for the Cause of Liberty!  To read the full press release and see the list of Patriots, please visit 
http://www.ENCFamilies.org.  For more info about the event, please visit their website, 
http://www.ncssar.org/.  The local event coordinator is Ms. Natalie RM Taylor whose email is 
eilatan@ec.rr.com.

On Tuesday, March 18th, 2014 at 7 pm, the Pitt County Family Researchers will host their monthly 
"Genealogy Roundtable" at the Sheppard Memorial Library at 530 Evans Street, Greenville.  It is free 
and open to the public.  Membership is encouraged.  Please see their website for more 
info,  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ncpcfr/

On Friday, March 21st – Sunday, March 23rd, 2014, the North Carolina Genealogical Society will present 
genealogist Mrs. Helen F. M. Leary's webinar, “Proving Parentage With Probate Records: North 
Carolina Inheritance Laws and Customs.”  It is free for those days only.  It will detail where to look 
for land records and why they are important. North Carolina inheritance law and probate are explained. 
Ms. Leary also discusses the process of land acquisition and transfer including the interpretation of deeds 
and grants. Analysis of the evidence found in these documents can yield clues to your ancestor's prior 
location and familial relationships. These may be the solution you have been looking for to solve your 
genealogical brick wall. Please see their website for more info:  http://www.ncgenealogy.org/.

On Saturday, March 22nd, 2014 from 1 pm to 4 pm, the Tuscarora Nation North Carolina will host a pot 
luck social at the Greene County Senior Center, 104 Greenridge Rd, Snow Hill, North Carolina. 
Experience the Tuscarora culture through song, dance, and art.  It is a pot luck style social, 
please bring your specialty for sharing.  Soft drinks and desserts provided by the town of Snow Hill.  Open 
to the public.  For more info, call 252.747.5738.
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On Tuesday, March 25th, 2014 at 7 pm, the Lower Cape Fear Historical Society will present their 
National Medal of Honor of Fort Fisher Day to John Mosely.  For more info, please visit their 
website, http://hslcf.org/index.php.

On Thursday, March 27th, 2014 at 7 pm, the Lower Cape Fear Historical Society will present their Book 
Talk Luncheon with Ms. Anne Russell, author of “Tropical Depression.”  For more info and 
tickets, please visit their website, http://hslcf.org/index.php.

On Friday, March 28th, 2014 at 10 am, 2 pm, and 4 pm, the Historic Edenton State Historic Site, will 
present Scientific Tours of an Eighteenth Century Home.  Fridays: March 28th, April 4th, and 
April 11th, 2014.  Take a trip back in time as you journey through the science behind an 18th Century 
home. How did colonial North Carolinians stay warm in the winter and cool in the summer, what 
technology did they have to prepare their food and light their houses and what other ways did science play 
into their daily lives? The Historic Edenton State Historic Site staff is proud to offer this special series of 
tours as part of the 2014 NC Science Festival.  Fee:  $1 for adults, $0.25 for children, Phone: 252-482-
2637, Email:  karen.ipock@ncdcr.gov.  Please visit their website for more info, 
http://www.visitedenton.com/march-events.

On Friday, March 28, 2014 at 6:15, the Pamlico County Historical Association will have their 11th Annual 
Banquet to benefit the Pamlico County Heritage Center.  It will be held at the Goose Creek Island 
Community Center, Hobucken, North Carolina.  The guest speaker will be Mr. Rodney Kemp known as 
the Fish House Liar of Morehead City, North Carolina.  $25 per person or table of eight for $200.  R. S. V. 
P. by March 19th.  Please visit their website for more information, 
http://pamlicocountyhistorymuseum.com/index.html.

On Tuesday, April 1st, 2014 at 7 pm, the Beaufort County Genealogical Society will hold their monthly 
meeting.  Victor T. Jones, Jr., Head of the Kellenberger Room Special Collections at the New 
Bern-Craven County Public Library will do a presentation about the Civil War.  The meetings 
are free and open to the public.  Membership is encouraged.  Please visit their new website for more 
information at http://bcgsonline.com/.

On Saturday, April 5th, 2014 at 2 pm, the Southeastern North Carolina Genealogical Society will present a 
free program about the USGenWeb Archives, http://usgenweb.org/, by Guy Potts, a State Manager for 
the GenWeb Archives.  It will be held in conjunction with the April 2014 Robeson County Genealogical 
Society Meeting.  R. S. V. P. to Sam West at sam.west.1@gmail.com   Please visit their website for more 
information,  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ncrcgs2/.

Please Note:  We have endeavored to make sure the above information is as accurate as possible.  Please check with the organization to confirm or for any questions.  We are sure  
that there are more events in ENC, so please let us know of any historical or cultural events so that we can include them in the future.

For more events, please visit the following sites:
http://ncdcr.gov/Events.aspx#!/ • http://www.VisitNC.com • http://www.VisitNewBern.com
http://www.NewBernNow.com • http://www.VisitKinston.com • http://www.VisitGreenvilleNC.com
http://VisitNCEvents.com/ • http://www.WilmingtonDowntown.com/visit   http://www.JohnstonCountyNC.org/ • http://www.VisitEdenton.com

We look forward to seeing you at these exciting and informative events this month!

Explore Your Family Tree • Heritage Park Project
The Family History Society of Eastern North Carolina • Learn about the many Upcoming Area Family History Events! • www.ENCFamilies.org

John Lawson Legacy Days
Celebrating Pioneer Heritage • Friday, Nov. 7 & Saturday, Nov. 8, 2014 • Grifton Historical Museum & Indian Village• www.JohnLawsonLegacyDays.org

For more information, please visit www.ENCFamilies.org or call (252) 349-0405.  ###   Media Contact: David French, Director, The FHS of ENC, 252.349.0102 (Media 
Telephone)• info@encfamilies.org • www.ENCFamilies.org
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